
Cornerstone Church has a statement in response to the tragic events of the last few days,
namely, the death of George Floyd on Monday, May 25. Our hearts are grieved and we see and
hear the pain of the suffering all around our city. As a newly planted church, we have been
faced with much to process in light of COVID-19 and the unjust murders of our black and
brown brothers and sisters in Christ and quite frankly, we are still finding our voice.  However,
we have witnessed the cost and complicity of silence, and not saying something would be
saying something. We will not be silent.
 
We, at Cornerstone Church, believe that every person is Imago Dei, made in the image of God.
We believe that all people have inherent value and dignity from the moment of conception
until death. Any time someone is treated less than an image bearer is considered sin. 
 
We mourn the senseless and calloused murder of George Floyd. It came just weeks after several
other racially charged crimes against Black Americans. We hope and pray that the local
authorities would bring justice to the murders of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, and George
Floyd and many of the others whose cases have not been brought to light. We reject and
denounce the systemic racism and injustice that runs rampant in our country that has justified
the violence and murder of countless of our black and brown brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
We support the peaceful protests in our city as an outcry of the frustration and anger of
millions of our fellow image bearers.  We will support and encourage members of our church
that are led to march in solidarity as long as it is for the goal of seeking justice for the loss of
lives, against police brutality especially against the black community, and the call to bring upon
systemic reforms of the crippling disparity in education, housing, employment, health care, etc.
Most Asian-Americans have been taught from a young age to obey authority and sometimes, to
our demise.  It was evident in 2014, when hundreds of lives were lost in the Sewol Ferry
incident in South Korea.  However, we see an instance of civil disobedience and protest in Acts
16:35-40 when the apostle Paul demanded action from the civil authorities to make right what
was done wrong. Brothers and sisters, we must pray, mourn, think, and use our voices.
 
We confess that we do not have all the answers to how to tackle this deeply rooted sin in New
York City but we want to do our best to engage in this uphill and long battle. We are responding
in repentance for the ways that Asian-Americans have stayed silent for too long.  We will use
our voices to intercede and pray for mercy, healing, and justice as instructed to do so in
Proverbs 31:8. We pray for our elected officials to have wisdom as they govern a city with
historical disparity. We will speak out against the humiliation, indignity, and inequality of
others who are seen as lesser because of their race or ethnicity to our friends, family,
workplaces, and especially church.
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We know that many will move on to other causes, but we are committing to not forget what
we’ve learned through George Floyd’s death. This will take the effort and commitment of our
entire church. We are going to build partnerships with local churches and non-profit
organizations for gospel ministry to our city. As James 2:14-26 says, we do not want our faith to
die by failing to put it into action. We will all need to engage and volunteer our time, energy,
and resources and give our hearts to people that we have been told to stay away from in the
past. We may have to fight our instincts of self-preservation so that we can be conduits of God’s
mercy, peace, and reconciliation to our city.  Life cannot go back to the “way things were.”
 
To conclude, I would like to urge our church and especially those who may be currently
grieving and mourning to be reminded of the heavenly dwelling that awaits us. Revelation 21:4
says, “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”
Unfortunately, because we live in a world where sin bleeds into every corner of our hearts as
well as even society, sufferings will arise, injustices will often feel that they have prevailed, and
death due to the hands of unrighteousness will continue in some capacity, way, shape or form.
 
However, let us never allow the Devil to gain his foothold on our hope for too long. While there
is a time for mourning, let us never forget that Jesus Christ has taken the lethality out of death
for those who are in Him. In the midst of the murder of George Floyd, a man who believed in
the beauty and the peace of the Gospel, let us not allow the enemy to fool us into forgetting that
Floyd rests in the hands of the Father, taken immediately into paradise with His Savior (Luke
23:43) and away from a world of groaning and pain. As Christians, we are assured that Floyd is
experiencing the full glory of the heavens and the love of the Savior that he so frequently
preached to the young men that he ministered to. It is this heaven that he currently dwells in,
and it was this heaven that he allowed others to experience during his time on earth through his
acts of love and ministry.
 
Cornerstone Church, let us be reminded that we live in the “already-not-yet” of the heavens.
Our job until we get to the heavens is to be an “already” preview of the peace that we will
experience in everlasting glory in the “not-yet”. Why do we preach repentance for injustice?
Because that’s what heaven will look like, a place of perfect justice. Why should we teach
reconciliation? Because heaven is a place filled with sinners who are reconciled to one another
and God. In a time where everyone is trying to push the “reset” button and achieve a peaceful
utopia, it is our job as ambassadors of Christ, through our ethic, character, words, peacefulness,
righteousness, justice and above all, love and grace, to show people what heaven actually looks
like and how to get there. In Christ and through the authority of the holy Word of God, we are
the world's only applied method of experiencing heaven on this broken earth. We will need to
hold ourselves to the highest of standards, pour out from Christ in us the most unbelievable
forms of love, forgive those who have offended us while protecting those who are victims of
injustice, and through the church, the world will peek behind the veil of heaven to see the
peacefulness of God, and the wonder of His mighty love.
 
Heartbroken but hopeful,
Pastor Brian Na
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